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Foreword : Expanding Horizons  

Five estuaries, seven major rivers, and streams and creeks too numerous to count, this is the study 

area of the Tillamook Estuaries Partnership. Each watershed is special in its own way. Yet, many of 

the challenges and opportunities are the same. With diverse ownerships and multiple land uses 

throughout the Watersheds, finding balance is more important than ever.  

4%0ȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÉÓ ÏÖÅÒ ςπ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÌÏÎÇ, beginning with the nomination to the US Environmental 

0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ !ÇÅÎÃÙȭÓ ɉ%0!Ɋ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ %ÓÔÕÁÒÙ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ɉ.%0Ɋ ÂÙ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ "ÁÒÂÁÒÁ 2ÏÂÅÒÔÓȢ 3ÈÅ 

ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ 4ÉÌÌÁÍÏÏË "ÁÙ ÁÓ ȰÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÙÓ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÃÉÆÉÃ .ÏÒÔÈ×ÅÓÔ ÃÏÁÓÔ 

because it provided a vital resource to the local and regional economies and supported diverse 

aquatic resources including anadromous fish, shellfish and waterfowlȢȱ Perhaps more importantly, 

Tillamook County was recognized as a community that works together to address its problems. 

7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 4ÉÌÌÁÍÏÏË "ÁÙ ÁÓ Á Ȱ"ÁÙ ÏÆ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅȱ ÉÎ ρωωτȟ ÔÈÅ 4ÉÌÌÁÍÏÏË 

Estuaries Partnership (also known as the Tillamook Bay National Estuary Project) was created to 

carry out the goals of the NEP. In 2002, TEP expanded its mission and study area to include the 

ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ 4ÉÌÌÁÍÏÏË #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÅÓÔÕÁÒÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÁÔÅÒÓÈÅÄÓȢ  

Charged with creating a plan for Tillamook Bay that balanced maintaining and improving water 

quality and living resourÃÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ 4ÉÌÌÁÍÏÏË #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÅÓȟ Á 

committed group of stakeholders at the local, state, and federal level, developed the Comprehensive 

Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP). Completed in 1999, the CCMP identifies 63 action 

items to address those concerns. Over time, many of those actions have been applied to all of the 

bays and watersheds in the County. This will be reflected in the update of the CCMP to be completed 

in 2016. With our partners, we implement habitat restoration projects, water quality monitoring 

programs, environmental education, and provide technical assistance and funding. As a non-

partisan entity, we bring diverse perspectives to the table to discuss issues of concern as they relate 

to the natural resources of the County.  

The issues facing our estuaries and watersheds are complex . Partnerships are critical to balancing 

social, economic, and environmental needs when addressing concerns such as flooding, wetland 

restoration, salmon recovery, climate change impacts, water quality, and education.  These 

challenges need to be dealt with looking at the whole watershed and assessing the needs within it. 

This requires partners and stakeholders sitting at the table, identifying common goals and the 

strategies needed to achieve those goals.  

As you read through this document, you will see that it is broken out by program area.  However, it 

is important to understand that while water quality monitoring, habitat restoration, and education, 

may be broken out separately to highlight the challenges and successes, they are as intertwined as 

the issues we are tackling.   

Increasing development and changing landscapes continue to pressure and influence our estuaries 

and watersheds. With a wide array of partners, we are working together to complete significantly 

more projects with fewer resources. Working with private landowners, streambanks have been 
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planted with native conifers and understory vegetation, fish passage has been enhanced, and 

restored wetlands will provide critical habitat to fish and wildlife. Through stewardship and Best 

Management Practices, we are seeing improvements in many waterbodies for bacteria 

concentrations. Without landowner support and voluntary participation, restoration in some of the 

most critical areas would not be possible. Strong relationships with landowners are a cornerstone 

of our success.  

As we look to future goals and objectives of restoration and conservation, we renew our pledge to 

coordinate resources, strengthen partnerships and dedicate our resolve to protect and enhance the 

natural resources of all of the bays and watersheds in Tillamook County. 
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Figure 1: TEP Study Area 
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Tillamook Estuaries Partnership 

VISION 
In the coming  years, we will  hold  fast to a vision for the Tillamook Estuaries Partnership: 

We will  strengthen  our foundation  of partnerships, deep relationships that  are grounded  in our 

mission and sustain our vitality. We will  reach out, engage, and learn with  and from new  

partners. 

We will  always be a vibrant  growing  environmental  organization.  We will  maintain  and focus 

on our mission: to conserve and enhance the estuaries and watersheds in Tillamook County. 

We will  be a leader in stewardship. Through  our programs: water  quality monitoring,  habitat  

restoration, and education, we will  measure and share with  the public the improvements we 

help make throughout  the many watersheds. 

We will  notice, identify, and respond to community  needs where  those needs relate to the 

environment  we cherish and seek to protect. We will  always seek to know  and understand  

the social, cultural, and   economic links to our natural  resources. 

Our belief in the intrinsic value of nature will  ground  our actions, as we: 

Å Provide environmental leadership 

Å Protect and conserve the natural resources in Tillamook County 

Å Carry out the goals set forth in our guiding document, the 
Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan 

Å Actively participate in our community and be a responsive neighbor 

Å Create an internal work environment and organizational structure 
that is a model for our industry 

Å Sustain our programs through diversified funding 

Å Support our partners 

Å Follow the principles that we expound 

Å Develop opportunities for open discussions on natural resource topics 
that are at the core of our community 

Å Honor the values of good stewardship and environmental ethos 

Å Adapt our strategies to the changing needs of our natural environment 

Å Empower the community through education 

Å Continually assess our organizational capacity 

 

As the TEP evolves, we stand committed  to the partnerships that  laid our foundation  and to 

the partnerships that  have yet to be made. 

 

We are the Tillamook Estuaries Partnership. 
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Scenic Snapshot s of our Bays and their W atersheds  

TEP Study Area 

When the National Estuary Program first came to Tillamook County, it was centered on Tillamook 

"ÁÙȢ $ÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÁ "ÁÙ ÏÆ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅȟȱ all efforts were directed towards developing 63 

actions that addressed the four priority problems in Tillamook Bay: key habitat, water quality, 

erosion and sedimentation, and flooding. In 2002, TEP transformed into a non-profit organization 

and took this opportunity to look at 

the broader landscape and expand 

its mission and study area to 

include all of the estuaries and 

watersheds in Tillamook County. 

With a myriad of partners already 

focusing energy in these other 

watersheds, TEP hoped to provide 

support to those entities in the 

form of added capacity, technical 

assistance, water quality 

monitoring and increased 

leveraging opportunities 

culminating in a stronger network 

of resources for restoration 

activities. Although work has been 

ÕÎÄÅÒ×ÁÙ ÓÉÎÃÅ ςππςȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ 4%0ȭÓ 

first opportunity to share results 

covering the larger geographic 

range. Upcoming updates to our 

CCMP will also reflect the 

expanded mission. Linked by 

proximity, each estuary shares 

similar challenges and 

opportunities but retain  their 

unique character because of the 

communities that surround and 

nourish them. 

  Figure 2: TEP Study Area 
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Tillamook Bay & Watershed  

Nestled between rugged mountains and the 

Pacific Ocean with over 597 square miles of 

rivers and creeks and a bay totaling 13 

ÓÑÕÁÒÅ ÍÉÌÅÓȟ 4ÉÌÌÁÍÏÏË "ÁÙ ÉÓ /ÒÅÇÏÎȭÓ 

second-largest bay and one of its most prized 

resources. The bay supports a thriving oyster 

industry and some of the best runs of salmon 

and steelhead on the West Coast. In addition, 

broad fertile floodplains play host to rich 

dairy lands which produce world-class 

cheese. A healthy and functioning Tillamook 

Bay is essential to not only honor our cultural 

landscape and crucial natural resources, but 

to the overall vitality of its surrounding 

communities. TEP, along with many partners, are dedicated to further understanding the 

mechanisms at work and finding practical solutions to ensure the long-term sustainability of this 

Ȱ"ÁÙ ÏÆ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅȱȢ. 

Nehalem Bay & Watershed  

Stretching for 118 miles with a watershed of 

855 square miles, the Nehalem River is 

/ÒÅÇÏÎȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÅÎÔÉÒely 

within the coast range. Along its journey, the 

Nehalem River flows through dense forests, 

then quietly meanders by green pastures 

and small towns before entering Nehalem 

Bay. Around the turn of the 20th century, 

the margins of the bay were abuzz with a 

bustling community of several thousand 

residents centered on agricultural products, 

logging, and a plentiful salmon fishery. 

Today, the area has a more quiet appeal, 

while still maintaining its charm of old. 

Tourism is an increasing focus of the local 

communities, as evidenced by the expansive Nehalem Bay State Park. Work to restore and conserve 

ecological functions throughout the watershed is buoyed by the active efforts of partners in the 

upper Nehalem River, lower Nehalem River, and Nehalem Bay.   

Figure 3: Tillamook Bay Photo  

Figure 4: Nehalem Bay Photo 
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Nestucca Bay & Watershed  

Nestucca Bay is formed by the confluence 

of the 57-mile Nestucca River and the 20-

mile Little Nestucca River where they meet 

the Pacific Ocean near Pacific City. 

Nestucca Bay is a 1,000 acre bar-built 

estuary. Seasonally, a variably sized sand 

bar (spit) forms from the interaction of 

currents from the ocean and freshwater 

rivers and separates the bay and the ocean. 

Part of the bay is contained within the 

Nestucca Bay National Wildlife Refuge. 

,ÉËÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅÓÔÕÁÒÉÅÓ ÉÎ 4%0ȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÙ 

area, Nestucca Bay is a valuable natural 

resource supporting an economy 

dependent on fishing, forestry, tourism, and agriculture. The fishing culture of the Nestucca is 

highlighted by the century-old beach-launched dory fishery at Cape Kiwanda. Partners in the 

watershed are working diligently to improve water quality, fish passage, and salmonid habitat in 

the watershed and bay. 

Netarts Bay & Watershed  

Netarts Bay boasts a predominately 

pristine estuarine environment compared 

to its sister bays in Tillamook County. This 

is due to the relatively light influence of 

development along its shores and 

throughout its watershed. Rather than 

being fed by larger rivers, Netarts Bay is 

fed by 16 smaller direct-to-bay creeks. The 

bay is approximately 2,325 acres, 812 of 

which are permanently submerged. In 

spite of its size, Netarts Bay is a highly 

dynamic system that influences coastal 

erosion throughout its littoral cell. In 

addition to the many recreational 

opportunities, Netarts is home to robust commercial oyster operations and an emerging premium 

ÓÅÁ ÓÁÌÔ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙȢ .ÅÔÁÒÔÓ "ÁÙ ÉÓ Á ÐÉÌÏÔ ÓÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ Á ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÃÉÆÉÃ .ÏÒÔÈ×ÅÓÔȭÓ 

ÎÁÔÉÖÅ /ÌÙÍÐÉÁ /ÙÓÔÅÒ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÉÔÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎȢ "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ .ÅÔÁÒÔȭÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÕÎÁltered 

natural state, it is often used as a reference site to compare the water and habitat quality of other 

estuaries. 

Figure 5: Nestucca Bay Photo 

Figure 6: Netarts Bay Photo 


































































































































